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Code letters / pismena peruté: WM

68. nocni stihaci perut

Date and place of establishment / datum a misto zaloZeni: 7" January 1941/ 7. ledna 1941, Catterick
Date and place of disband / datum a misto rozpusténi: 20" April 1945 / 20. dubna 1945, Church Fenton

Flight Commanders of Flight “B” (Czechoslovak from 20th January 1942)
Velitelé letky B, ktera byla od 20. ledna 1942 ceskoslovenska
S/Ldr Vlastimil VESELY, DFC, S/Ldr FrantiSek SYKORA, S/Ldr Miroslav MANSFELD, DSO, DFC

68 Night Fighter Squadron used Blenheim, Beaufighter and Mosquito planes.

68 Night Fighter Squadron was not a Czechoslovak squadron, but Czechoslovaks formed one of its flight, and therefore it is a part of this exhibition. It
was established after the Luftwaffe switched to night raids on British cities. The first two Czechoslovak crews (F/O Josef KLOBOUCNIK with Sgt Josef
KLVACEK and P/O Miloslav MANSFELD with Sgt Slavomil JANACEK) came to the squadron in July 1941.

Twenty-three Czechoslovak pilots went through the squadron (twenty-one Czechs and two Slovaks), and sixteen radar operators (fifteen Czechs and
one Slovak). Czechoslovak night fighters with the 68 Night Fighter Squadron finished the war with twenty-one verified kills, three probable, and addi-
tionally, they damaged seven enemy planes. They also shot down three V-1flying bombs. The first shooting down of the enemy was achieved by P/O Mi-
loslav MANSFELD and Sgt Slavomil JANACEK on the night from the 12th to the 13th of October 1941. At that time they shot down 2 He - 1115 and damaged
a third He - 111. In the course of the war, the Czechoslovak airmen in this squadron made 1,905 combat sorties and flew a total of 4,095 operational hours.

68. nocni stihaci perut pouzivala letouny blenheim, beaufighter a mosquito.

68. no¢ni stihaci perut nebyla ¢eskoslovenskou peruti, ale Cechoslovaci tvorili jednu jeji letku a proto je soucasti této vystavy. Byla zaloZzena poté, co
Luftwaffe pfesla k noénim tokiim na britsk4d mésta. Prvni dvé ¢eskoslovenské osddky (F/O Josef Klobouénik s Sgt Josefem Klva¢kem a P/O Miloslav

Mansfeld s Sgt Slavomilem Jana¢kem) ptisly k peruti v &ervenci 1941.

Vystiidalo se u ni t¥iadvacet ¢eskoslovenskych pilotd (jednadvacet Cechti a dva Slovéci) a Sestnact radarovych operatord (patnact Cecht a jeden Slo-
vak). Ceskoslovensti no¢ni stihaéi u 68. peruté skonéili valku s jedenadvaceti jistymi sestiely, tfemi pravdépodobnymi, sedm nepttelskych letount se
jim podarilo poskodit. Sestrelili také tri létajici pumy V-1. Prvni sesttel provedli P/O Miloslav Mansfeld a Sgt Slavomil Jandc¢ek v noci z 12. na 13. fijna
1941. Tehdy sestrelili 2 He- 111 a tfeti He- 111 poskodili. Po dobu valky vykonali ceskoslovensti letci v této peruti 1 905 bojovych vzletd a nalétali 4 095

operacnich hodin.
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Give particulars of the Meritorious Service for which the recommeddation is made .
including date and place, o i 0 r' /

W/0,Bobek has completed 3k operational trips in which he has‘destrog‘-red‘ 3 bo.ﬁ?,
2 Do, 217 probably destroyed and 1 J,U,88 demaged, He has displayed the highest
courage and eagerness to engage the enemy, : ;

State what ragog;nition is recommended: pistingudshed Flying Cross, ‘ )

State appointment held or how employed:
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Cogering remarks of Station Commander:

/0 Bobeck's courage and determination have been outstandin He
lsnevérso satisfi-eg 5

| as when he is flving against the ememy., I
womdnk strongly recommend the award of thisghonour. V/ % .
7
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' Alr Chief Marshal ™, B ~
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Iighter Command.
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/

Proposal for awarding of DFC for Ladislav BOBEK. Archive of Martin
Vrana

Névrh na udéleni vyznamenani DFC pro Ladislava Bobka. V ném se
mimo jiné piSe: ,,...dokoncil Ctyfiatricet operac¢nich letti, béhem kterych
sestrelil tri jisté Do- 217, dva pravdépodobné a poskodil jeden Ju- 88. ...
Nikdy nenf tak spokojen, jako kdyz léta proti nepriteli.“ Archiv Martina
Vrany

Code letters / pismena peruté: NN

Heslo: Bojujeme, abychom budovali
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AL A ronce sikrion, Ilustration from
Vf i et es the chronicle of the

Czechoslovak flight
of 68 Night Fighter
Squadron. “Yes, yes.
That’s how it is when
the indicator doesn’t
work” describing the
accident of the crew
of P/O FrantiSek
CHABERA and Sgt
Karel = BEDNARIK.
Archive of Martin
Vrana

FJo ~Fo | Taase ol
y - fr b it £ ] .
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INDICBTOR. NE FUNGUIE \

Ilustrace z kroniky
Ceskoslovenské let-
ky 68. peruté. ,Jo, jo.
Tak je to, kdyz ten ...
indikator nefungu-
je“ popisuje prihodu
osadky P/O Frantiska
Chébery a Sgt Kar-
la Bednarika. Archiv
Martina Vrany

68 Night Fighter Squadron

Ladislav BOBEK (left), with five verified shoot downs, one probable and
three damaged enemy planes, was the second most successful Czecho-
slovak night fighter who served with the 68 Night Fighter Squadron.
Vlastimil VESELY (center) shot down two enemy planes with certain-
ty and damaged one. With the 312th (Czechoslovak) Squadron, he par-
ticipated in the Battle of Britain. He was pilot of the 68 Night Fighter
Squadron and commander of each of its two fights.

Miloslav MANSFELD (right) with ten and a half hits, (including two
flying bombs) and one damaged enemy aircraft was certainly the most
successful night fighter, who served with the 68 Night Fighter Squad-
ron. In Great Britain he first flew with the 111 Squadron, with which he
took part in the Battle of Britain.

Ladislav Bobek (vlevo) byl s péti sesttely jisté, jednim pravdépodobné
a tremi poskozenymi nepratelskymi letadly druhym nejaspésnéjsim
nocnim cCeskoslovenskym stihacem, ktery slouzil u 68. peruté.
Vlastimil Vesely (uprostted) sesttelil dvé neptatelskd letadla jisté a jed-
no poskodil. V Bitvé o Brit4niilétal s 312. ¢s. stihaci peruti. Byl prislusni-
kem 68. nocni stihaci peruté a velitelem kazdé z jejich obou letek.
Miloslav Mansfeld (vpravo) byl s deseti a ptl sestfely jisté (véetné dvou
létajicich pum) a jednim poskozenym neptitelskym letadlem nejispé&s-
néjsim nocnim stihacem, ktery slouzil v 68. noc¢ni stihaci peruti. Bojo-
val v Bitvé o Britanii, a to se 111. stihaci peruti RAF. Archive of Martin
Vrédna. Archiv Martina Vrany.

Vladimir Cupak with a trophy from Do- 217. He served in the RAF at first
as a air gunner with the 311 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. With the 68 Night
Fighter Squadron, he served as an operator in a crew with Josef CAPKA.
Archive of Tomas Jambor

Vladimir Cupék u trofeje z Do- 217. V RAF slouzil nejprve jako palubni
strelec 311. ¢s. bombardovaci peruté. V 68. no¢ni stihaci peruti slouzil jako
operator v posadce s Josefem Capkou. Archiv Tomase Jambora

310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

310. ceskoslovenska stihaci perut

Date and place of establishment / datum a misto zaloZeni: 12t July 1940 / 12. éervence 1940, Duxford

Motto in English means:
»~Always ready”.

Author of the emblem is radar
operator of the 68 Night Fighter
Squadron, Zby$ek NECAS. The
unit received it in 1944.

Autorem znaku je radar operator
68. peruté, Zbysek Necas. Jednotka
ho obdrzela v roce 1944.

Beaufighter WM-U
after crash on 30oth
May 1943 with the
crew of F/O Josef
VOPALECKY and
F/S Rudolf HUSAR.
The engine failed and
later its brakes dur-
ing the emergency
landing. “The crew
escaped without in-
jury, except for the
big lump of Rudolf
HUSAR, who was try-
ing to break the per-
spex dome, which, to
everyone’s surprise,
he managed to do...”
The flight command-
er made VOPALECKY
an offer: “Joe, we've
got one more piece of
crap her... I want to get rid of it somehow, what do you think?” Concern-
ing the accident, Josef VOPALECKY wrote: “if the dude wants to give put
it straight into the hands of the mechanics, all that’ll be needed to clear
it away will be shovels and pitchforks.” Archive of Tomas Jambor

Beaufighter WM-U po havérii 30. kvétna 1943 s osddkou F/O Josef Vopa-
lecky a F/S Rudolf Husar. Letounu nejprve selhal motor a pri nouzovém
pristani i brzdy. ,Osddka vyvazla bez zranéni, aZ na velkou bouli Rudol-
fa Husdra, ktery se snazil prorazit perspexovou kopuli, coz se mu k udi-
vu vSech povedlo...” Velitel letky dal Vopaleckému nabidku: ,Joe, mame
tady jesté jeden takovy krap...Rad bych se ho néjak zbavil, co ty na to?”
Josef Vopalecky si k nehodé zapsal: ,kdyz to chce dat frajer mechanikiim
az k rukdm, dopadne to tak, Ze potom sta¢i na odklizenf lopaty a vidle.”
Archiv Toméase Jambora

Airmen with 68 Night Fighter Squadron, when they received emblem of
the squadron.

Prislusnici Cs. létajiciho personalu 68. squadrony roku 1944 po predani
znaku jednotky.

From left / Zleva: F/O Miroslav Standera, W/O Karel Bednarik, F/O Vac-
lav Hordk, F/Sgt. Bedtich Kruzik, S/Ldr. Miloslav Mansfeld DFC (com-
mander of A Flight/velitel A flightu), F/O Slavomil Jana¢ek DFM, F/O
Vladimir Cupék a F/Lt. Josef Capka DFM. Zdenék Hurt collection. Ar-
chiv Zderka Hurta.

Pilot room of the 68 Night Fighter Squadron and sleeping radar operator
J. G. Oakley. Archive of Martin Vrana

Mistnost piloth 68. peruté a spici radarovy operator J. G. OAKLEY. Ar-
chiv Martina Vrany

Date and place of disband / datum a misto rozpus$téni: 14th September 1945 / 14. zafi 1945, Prague — Kbely, Praha — Kbely

Squadron Commanders of 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron

Velitelé 310. ¢s. stihaci peruteé

S/Ldr Alexander HESS, DFC, S/Ldr George D. M. BLACKWOOD (British / britsky spoluvelitel), S/Ldr Franti§ek
WEBER, S/Ldr Jerrard J. JEFFERIES-LATIMER, DFC (British / britsky spoluvelitel), S/Ldr FrantiSek DOLEZAL,
DFC, S/Ldr Emil FOIT, S/Ldr Hugo HRBACEK, S/Ldr Vaclav RADA, S/Ldr Jifi HARTMAN

The squadron even used continental airports; such as the B-10 Plumetot airfield at the time of the invasion, and later B-65 Maldegem, B-67 Ursel, B-86

Helmond, B-90 Petit Brogel.

310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron used Hawker Hurricane and Supermarine Spitfire planes.

The core of the 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron was formed at the camp at Innsworth Lane near Gloucester. Upon return to Czechoslovakia, it became the

1st Air Division, divided into the 10™ and 12™ Air Regiments based in Prague.

During the Second World War, it shot down fifty-four and a half planes and four flying bombs with certainty, shot down twenty other planes, and dam-
aged thirty-two enemy planes. It carried out 9,027 sorties with a total time of 15,673 hours. In the course of this, it lost thirty-five airmen, of which thirty-

one were killed and four were captured.

The first successful confrontation took place on 26th August 1940 in the vicinity of Clacton, when S/Ldr G. D. M. BLACKWOOD, Sgt Eduard PRCHAL and

P/O Emil FECHTNER shot down 2 Do-17 and a Bf-110.

The first KIA was P/O Jaroslav STERBACEK, who was shot down on 31t August 1940 and fell into the Thames. His body was never found. Even the last
fallen Czechoslovak member of the Czechoslovak squadron belonged to the 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. He was W/O Jind¥ich LANDSMANN, who
died on 15" June 1945 in a crash during a air combat simulation. His body was never found.

In the Battle for Britain, the airmen of the 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron carried a total of 938 sorties with a total time of 971 operational hours. They shot
down forty and one-half of a plane with certainty, eleven others probably, and damaged six enemy aircraft. Four pilots died.

The 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron also participated in supporting the Jubilee operation - landing at Dieppe, Overlord - the invasion of Normandy, Mar-
ket-Garden - attempt to circumvent the Siegfried Line and Varsity - support of violent crossing of the Rhine.

Perut pouzivala i letisté na kontinentu, a to v dob€ invaze polnf letisté B-10 Plumetot, pozdé&ji

B-65 Maldegem, B-67 Ursel, B-86 Helmond, B-90 Petit Brogel.

310. ¢s. stihaci perut pouzivala letouny Hawker Hurricane a Supermarine Spitfire.

Jadro 310. peruté bylo zformovéano v tibote Innsworth Lane u Gloucesteru. Po navratu do Ceskoslovenska se z ni stala 1. letecka divize, rozdélend do

Leteckého pluku 10 a 12 se sidlem v Praze.

Za druhé svétové valky sestrelila ¢tyriapadesat a polovinu letounu a ¢tyti létajici pumy jisté, dvacet letadel sestrelila pravdépodobné a dvaatricet ne-
pratelskych letountd poskodila. Provedla 9 027 bojovych vzletd o celkové délce 15 673 hodin. Ztratila pti tom pétatricet letct, z nichz jedenatricet padlo,

Ctyri byli zajati.

Prvni Gspésny stret se uskutecnil 26. srpna 1940 v okoli Clactonu, kdy S/Ldr G. D. M. Blackwood, Sgt Eduard Prchal a P/O Emil Fechtner sestrelili

2 Do-17 a Bf-110.

Prvnim padlym byl P/O Jaroslav Stérbacek, ktery byl sestfelen 31. srpna 1940 a spadl do Temze. Jeho t&lo nebylo nikdy nalezeno. I posledni padly ¢esko-
slovensky prislusnik ceskoslovenské peruté patril do 310. ¢s. stihaci peruté. Byl jim W/O Jindrich Landsmann, ktery zahynul 15. Cervna 1945 pfi srazce

v simulovaném vzdusném boji. Jeho télo nebylo nikdy nalezeno.

V Bitvé o Britanii vykonali letci 310. ¢s. stthaci peruté celkem 938 bojovych let v celkovém case 971 operacnich hodin. Sestrelili ¢tyticet a jednu polovi-
nu letadla jisté, jedenact pravdépodobné a Sest nepratelskych letadel poskodili. Ctyri piloti padli.
310. Cs. stihaci perut se podilela také na podpore operaci Jubilee - vylodéni u Dieppe, Overlord - vylodéni v Normandii, Market-Garden - snaha o obejiti

Siegfriedovy linie a Varsity - podpora nasilného prekroceni Ryn
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75" anniversary of the formation of most Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF

Chief of Air Ministry Sir Archibald SINCLAIR during the Battle of Brit-
ain visiting 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. Next to him, Mjr. Alexander
HESS. Military History Archive.

Ministr letectvi Sir Archibald Sinclair v dobé Battle of Britain na na-
vStéve u 310. Cs. stihaci peruti. Vedle néj mjr. Alexander Hess. Vojensky
historicky archiv.

Redhill Airbase, 19" Au-
gust 1942. 310 (Czecho-
slovak) Squadron at an
assembly for the support
of the landing at Dieppe
- operation Jubilee. From
the left: W/Cdr Karel
MRAZEK, DFC, F/Lt Bo-
huslav KIMLICKA, S/O
Dolores SPERKOVA. Mili-
tary History Archive.

Letisté Redhill, 19. srpna
1942. 310. Cs. stihaci perut v den soustredéni ¢s. letecké stihaci skupi-
ny k podpore vylodéni u Dieppe - operace Jubilee. Zleva: W/Cdr Karel
Mrézek, DFC, F/Lt Bohuslav Kimli¢ka, S/O Dolores Sperkova. Vojensky
historicky archiv.

January 1941. His Majesty, King George VI on a visit to the 310 (Czecho-
slovak) Squadron. (On the left) S/Ldr Alexander HESS, DFC. Military
History Archive.

Leden 1941. Jeho Veli¢enstvo Kral Jifi VI. na navstévé u 310. ¢s. stihaci
peruti. Vlevo mjr. Alexander Hess, DFC. Vojensky historicky archiwv.
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Shot of train after a suc-
cessful raid.

Zabér na vlak po uspés-
ném naletu.

/5. vyroci zalozeni vetsiny ceskoslovenskych peruti v RAF

Czechoslovak airmen
improving British cui-
sine. September, 1943,
Castletown. From the left:
FrantiSek VACULIK (KIA,
20th September 1944),
Alois PATECEK, mechanic,
Josef PUTNA, mechanic.
Tomas Jambor Archive

Ceskoslovensti letci si
zpestiuji britskou kuchy-
ni. Zari, 1943, Castletown.
Zleva: Frantisek Vaculik
(KIA, 20. za¥1 1944), Alois
Patecek, mechanik, Josef
Putna, mechanik. Archiv
Tomase Jambora.

Aircrafts of the RAF. Short
Stirling of an unknown
British squadron, a Spit-
fire of the 310 (Czechoslo-
vak) Squadron and in the
foreground, the person-
al plane of W/Cdr Karel
MRAZEK, commander of
the Exeter wing. Military
History Archive.

Letouny RAF. Short Stir-
ling nezndmé britské pe-
ruté, spitfire 310. Cs. sti-
haci peruté a v popredi
osobni letoun W/Cdr Kar-
la Mréazka, velitele Exe-
terského wingu. Vojensky
historicky archiv.

Pilots of the 310 (Czechoslovak) Squadron. Mart-lesham Heat airbase.
(From right) / Piloti 310. &s. stihaci peruté. Leti§té Martlesham Heat.
Zprava:

Jind¥ich SKIRKA, Miroslav JIROUDEK, Miroslav KREDBA (KIA, 14. ino-
ra 1942/14th February 1942), FrantiSek WEBER, Patrick B. G. DAVIES,
Vladislav CHOCHOLIN (MIA, 24. z4%1 1943/24th September 1943), Bo-
huslav KIMLICKA, Josef HYBLER, Stanislav ZIMPRICH (KIA, 12. dubna
1942/12th April 1942). Military History Archive / Vojensky historicky
archiv.
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